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Office Hours: By appointment only
This course provides you with an overview and introduction to a wide range of psychological disorders.  This includes the following:

· the historical context and definition of abnormal behavior,

· an integrative approach to abnormal psychology,

· clinical assessment and diagnosis of psychological disorders,

· causes, symptoms, and treatments of various psychological disorders, and 

· health psychology and physical disorders.

After completing this course, you should:

· Understand mental illness and the nature of psychopathology

· Be able to incorporate an integrative approach to abnormal psychology

· Be familiar with clinical assessment and diagnosis of psychological disorders

· Be familiar with the causes, symptoms, and treatment approaches to various psychological disorders.

· Have an understanding of the emerging field of health psychology. 

The class topics are listed below.  All readings for this class are to be completed by the date provided on the syllabus.  It is very important that each student attends all classes and comes to class prepared to discuss the topic in a knowledgeable and critical manner. I will make every effort to cover the information outlined in your syllabus; however, I cannot make any promises that this will occur. Therefore, you are responsible for all the information provided, and if you have questions that are not addressed during class time, please feel free to see me during office hours or by appointment. Thank you in advance for your flexibility. 
Required Text: 

Durand, V.M and Barlow, D.H. (2013, 2010). Essentials of abnormal psychology 6thedition. Belmont, CA:  Wadsworth Group.
ISBN-10: 1111836981 or ISBN-13: 978-1111836986
Email Policy:  I will correspond with students via email but make sure to put in the subject line “Abnormal Psychology.” I will attempt to answer all emails in a timely manner; however, any emails received after 6pm will not be answered until the next business day.  Personal information will not be discussed via email.  Any information not pertaining directly to the class should be discussed during office hours or by appointment. 
Cellular Phones: Please be considerate of others and me and place your cell phones on silence or vibrate.  If you do need to use your phone, please excuse yourself from the classroom quietly. TURN OFF ALL CELL PHONES AND OTHER ELECTRONIC DEVICES DURING THE EXAMINATIONS.  USE OF THESE DEVICES WILL RESULT IN A ZERO ON THE EXAMINATION. NO EXCEPTIONS. Please do not contact me through text messaging. I will not respond.
Examinations: There will be three examinations given on material presented in class and the textbook.  Each student is responsible for all material given in class and in the textbook.  You will receive a study guide a week prior to each scheduled in-class examination. Exams will consist of multiple choice, true/false, and fill-in-the blank questions. There will not be any make-up exams without written documentation on letterhead from University officials and/or a medical professional.  NO EXCEPTIONS! Any persons caught cheating will be given an “F” on any test and may be subject to dismissal from the course.

Summary of Course Requirements and Grading:

Assignments



Points



3 Examinations



300 (100 points each)

Total Points



300 points

	Date
	Topic
	Assignment

	1/12
	Introduction to Abnormal Psychology/Overview of Course and Syllabus
	

	1/17 & 1/19
	Abnormal Psychology (Historical Context)
	Chapter 1

	1/24 & 1/26
	Integrative Approach to Psychopathology
	Chapter 2



	1/31 & 2/2
	Assessment, Diagnosis, and Research Methods
	Chapter 3



	2/2 & 2/4
	Mood Disorders
	Chapter 6

Study Guide Distributed on 2/4

	2/7 & 2/9
	Mood Disorders and Suicide
	Examination #1: 2/9

	2/14 & 2/16
	Anxiety Disorders
	Chapter 4



	2/21 & 2/23
	Schizophrenia and other Psychotic Disorders
	Chapter 12



	2/28 & 3/1
	Personality Disorders
	Chapter 11
Study Guide Distributed on 3/1

	3/6 & 3/8
	Sexual and Gender Identity Disorders
	Chapter 9

Examination #2: 3/8

	3/13 & 3/15
	Spring Break!!!!!!!
	

	3/20 & 3/22
	Developmental and Cognitive Disorders
	Chapter 13

	3/27 & 3/29
	Physical Disorders and Health Psychology
	Chapter 7



	4/3 & 4/5
	Eating Disorders and Sleep Disorders
	Chapter 8



	4/10 & 4/12
	Substance-Related Disorders
	Chapter 10



	4/17* & 4/19
	Substance-Related Disorders


	Chapter 10
Study Guide Distributed on 4/19

	4/24
	Final Examination for Prospective Graduates
	

	4/26
	Final Examination for Non-graduating Students
	


*Graduating Seniors -Please advise the instructor if you are graduating.  
**INFORMATION ON SYLLABUS IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
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